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PRACTICAL Platform Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Advertisement 
 

Application timeline: We strongly encourage submitting applications at least 3 months 

before proposed start date, or six months if a visa/work permit is 

required. 

 

Program description: The PRACTICAL Platform Postdoctoral Research Fellowship is an 

intensive, research-focused training program designed for clinical 

fellows who intend to incorporate advanced clinical research in the 

critical care setting into their careers as independent investigators. 

 

The PRACTICAL Platform is an adaptive, multi-center clinical trial 

evaluating novel ventilatory and pharmacological interventions for 

acute hypoxemic respiratory failure (AHRF) 

(www.practicalplatform.org).   

 

The fellowship equips trainees with the clinical, methodological, 

and scientific skills necessary to lead innovative research in 

individualized respiratory care, with emphasis on trial design and 

conduct, and precision medicine in AHRF. Training opportunities 

include: 

• Advanced methods in clinical trials and translation science 

• Exposure to the governance of adaptive platform trials 

• Participation as an observer in current domains in PRACTICAL 

• Active involvement in working groups in PRACTICAL, 

including the PRACTICAL early career researcher working 

group 

• Long-term collaborative opportunities within the global 

PRACTICAL investigator network 

 

Funding and Mentorship:  The fellowship may be sponsored by a PRACTICAL Platform 

domain or intervention lead or working group lead from any 

institution, who provides a structured educational framework and 

opportunities for academic contributions. The duration of training 

will generally be for 1 year, with possibility of renewal following 

review depending on available funds, visa application, institution 

HR policies, etc. Mentors with specific funding who are seeking 

fellowship applicants can post an advertisement through the 

PRACTICAL network. Self-funded applicants will need to have 

endorsement from a prospective mentor. 

 

Qualifications: Candidates must be health professionals or health researchers with a 

background in critical care. Specific requirements may vary for 

different institutions. 

 
 

http://www.practicalplatform.org/
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PRACTICAL Platform Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Selection Process 
 

To ensure a fair, transparent, and rigorous process, applications to the PRACTICAL Platform 

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship will be handled according to the following process: 
 

1. Eligibility Screening 

• Administrative review to ensure all required documents are submitted (application form, CV, 

cover letter, letters of support) 

• Verification of appropriate professional or academic training in critical care 

• Confirmation of funding status (self-funded, identified funding opportunity, or non-funded) 
 

2. Faculty Review Committee Evaluation 

Applications are evaluated by a multidisciplinary committee composed of: 

• Proposed mentor within the PRACTICAL platform 

• Advisory review from PRACTICAL Executive Committee  
 

Committee members review applications based on: 

• Academic and research track record 

• Alignment of candidate interests with PRACTICAL research priorities and activities 

• Strength of letters of support 

• Potential for future independent investigation 

• Potential for future capacity-building in under-represented/under-resourced areas 
 

3. Review of Candidates 

In case of designated funding opportunity, top candidates are reviewed based on committee assessment 

and relevance to available projects and funding. 
 

4. Interview Stage 

Final applicants participate in virtual or in-person interviews covering: 

• Research experience and technical skills 

• Interest in platform trial methodology 

• Long-term career goals 

• Alignment with planned PRACTICAL sub-studies 
 

5. Final Decision 

The final decision rests with the proposed mentor/sponsor, with opportunity for the advisory committee to 

confirm candidacy. In cases where a candidate is not accepted, there may be possibilities for alternate 

sponsors.  
 

6. Decision and Offer 

Successful applicants receive: 

• A written fellowship offer  

• A written offer from the host institution (generally that of the sponsor) contingent upon fulfillment 

of requirements of visa/work permit application, mandatory paperwork and training required by 

the host institution 

• Proposed start date 

• Funding details (internal or external) 

Unsuccessful applicants are notified respectfully and may be encouraged to reapply if appropriate as 

opportunities arise. 
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7. Pre-Start Requirements 

• Visa processing (for international fellows), noting a minimum of six months is required for visas 

once paperwork is received.    

• Institutional onboarding 

• Research ethics and platform trial training modules 
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PRACTICAL Platform Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Application  
 

Personal details 

Name:              
 

Email:             
 

Phone(s):         

      

Degrees and Certifications:              
 

Preferred start date:            
 

Other possible start dates:       
 

Name of potential mentor with whom you have discussed a fellowship (for self-funded applicants) 

Name:              
 

Email:             
 

Funding status and source(s) 

Please select one of the following: 

☐ I have access to external funding (organization, government, sponsorship).  Please provide a copy of  

     the funding proof.  Anything on institution or company letterhead will be sufficient.  

☐ I am applying for a posted fellowship opportunity. 

☐ I am self-funded. 

 

 

Supplementary required application documents 

Please submit the following with your application form: 

• Personal statement (maximum 2 pages): Outline your background, objectives, research or clinical 

interests, and the specific opportunities you hope to pursue.  Include any prior discussions you 

have had with a prospective mentor, your career goals, and how the fellowship will support your 

professional development.  Please also indicate whether you are applying for a specific posted 

opportunity. 

• Curriculum vitae (CV) 

• Letters of support from your current academic or clinical department head, and one additional 

referee 


